
HISTORY OF LAGOS RAPID RESPONSE 

SQUAD 

What today has blossomed into the ubiquitous Rapid Response Squad, a unit 

of the Lagos State Police Command started out as “Operation Sweep”, a joint 

Army, Navy, Air Force cum Police crack teams to combat the then growing rate 

of crime in the metropolis during the administration of Col. Buba Marwa. 

RRS in this period didn’t have much teeth to bite and fight until the 

administration of Asiwaju Bola Ahmed Tinubu came on board. 

The administration in repositioning and adding bite to the force re-christened it 

rapid response squad. The administration allowed the Nigerian Police to 

assume total responsibility of the services of RRS in order to reflect new 

democratic dispensation at that time. 

Building on the strides of his predecessor, Governor Babatund Raji Fashola 

injected public- private partnership by setting up a committee headed by the 

former inspector General of Police Musiliu Smith to look into ways of bringing 

the private sector into security. 

Part of the items contained in the committee report, which was subsequently 

passed by the Lagos State House of Assembly was the creation of Lagos State 

Security Trust Fund, security committee and an Executive Secretary to 

coordinate its affairs. Thereafter, the launching of Lagos State Security Trust 

Fund at the civic centre Lagos resulted into generation of over N2 billion, a 

donation largely from the private sector. 

Opening up RRS for public-corporate funding generated widespread 

participation in corporate funding of security. This has been the focus of the 

present administration headed by His Excellency, Mr. Akinwunmi Ambode.  



Perhaps, stemming from the fact that, manning the city and the state is the 

very first step to developing it, and that there cannot be genuine development 

without commensurable investment in security. 

The governor in rebranding RRS procured 100 patrol cars; 55 Ford Ranger pick 

–ups; 10 Toyota Land Cruiser pick-ups; 15 Bmw Power Bikes; 100 Power bikes, 

Izuzu trucks; 3 Helicopters; 2 Gun Boats; 15 Armoured Personnel Carriers; 

Radio Communication Gadgets; Helmets; Bullet Proof Vests, Insurance 

Benefits; death benefit schemes among others amounting to N4.8 billion 

Predominantly, RRS and its personnel have been enjoying ceaseless support 

from the administration of His Excellency, Governor Akinwunmi Ambode. 

Since its creation, RRS has had five Commanders with Tunde Sobulo (2001 – 

2004) as pioneering Commander; Kayode Egbetokun (2005 – 2007), ACP 

Olusegun Odumosu (July, 2007 – Jan, 2015, CSP Samuel Awopetu (Jan, 2015 

– May, 2015) and the resourceful and energetic ACP Olatunji Disu as its 

current commander. 

Interestedly, in the Tinubu administration’s transition of Rapid Response 

Squad (RRS) from Emergency Response Squad, its present Commander, was 

actively involved in its repositioning from a military styled outfit to civil based 

security agency, ACP Olatunji Disu was in those days the ADC to Asiwaju 

during the period. 


